
1. What is the New Bern Redevelopment Commission?  The New Bern Development Commission 

is a public body created and organized by the New Bern Board of Alderman in May 2018 to 

design and implement a comprehensive plan to address blighted parcels as well as public health, 

safety and the general welfare  of citizens within  the redevelopment area designated pursuant 

to Article 22 of Chapter 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  Members of the NBRC are 

appointed by Aldermen and volunteer their time. 

 

2. What is Eminent Domain?  Eminent domain is the power of the government or its agent to 

acquire private property for public use with payment of just compensation. The North Carolina 

General Assembly specifically granted the right of eminent domain to redevelopment 

commissions in N.C.G.S. §160A-515. A redevelopment commission may only use eminent 

domain where the property to be acquired is a blighted parcel and in accordance with existing 

law. It is the intent of the New Bern Redevelopment Commission to use eminent domain as a 

last resort, only after all reasonable efforts of negotiation to acquire the property by voluntary 

agreement have failed. 

 

3.  How were lot sizes determined?   Smaller lot sizes represent the minimum allowed and is a 

concession from current City ordinances in force.  Smaller minimum lot-size requirements create 

the flexibility to build smaller, more affordable homes on smaller, more affordable lots for a 

variety of citizens who need and desire such options: empty nesters, elderly adults, younger 

individuals with disabilities, young single workers, and childless couples are some examples.  

Smaller lots stabilize the community's residential base by providing residents with greater 

choices for successfully remaining in the community instead of relocating to other communities 

or states to find housing choices that better meet their needs.  Having affordable housing 

choices is a critical element of a sustainable, healthy, and livable community. 

 

4. Are Mobile Homes -permissible in the Redevelopment Area? Currently, mobile homes are only 

permitted in the areas within the Redevelopment Area north of Church Street.  In 1997 the City 

passed the Lawsons Creek Overlay District which prohibited mobile homes in the areas between 

First, Liberty, Walt Bellemy and Church Streets.  The proposed redevelopment plan recommends 

extending that prohibition on mobile homes to the entirety of the redevelopment plan area. 

              The recommended prohibition does not apply to Modular Homes which are regulated under the 

North Carolina Building Code and are allowed in R6 zoning. Mobile homes that currently exist in 

the Redevelopment area may remain as long as they are habitable and maintained. New mobile 

homes will not be allowed. 

 

5. What is the Third Avenue Extension and why is it a recommendation? The Redevelopment Plan 

proposes to extend 3rd avenue from its terminus at Cedar Street through the Henderson Park 

Campus, to its intersection with Main Street. Historically, Main Street was a center of commerce 

for the greater Duffyfield community.  After years of disinvestment, emigration, and lack of 

parking along Main Street, commerce along this corridor has all but disappeared.   Much of the 

property along Main Street is currently zoned for commercial uses to reflect its historic uses.  

The Third Avenue extension to Main Street would create a deliberate and attractive economic 

connection from Broad Street and would support entrepreneurship and provide new 
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entrepreneurs  along the Main Street corridor the exposure required to create viable business 

opportunities.   

6. How is Redevelopment Plan different form CNI Plan?  

The CNI Plan was a planning effort, The Redevelopment Plan is a plan of action.  The 

Redevelopment plan will incorporate the information developed in the CNI Plan.   

In 2013, HUD selected the City of New Bern and the Housing Authority of the City of New Bern 

as one of only nine cities in the country to receive a 2013 HUD Choice Neighborhoods Initiative 

planning grant. The grant was used to create a revitalization plan for the Five Points commercial 

area and the surrounding residential neighborhoods of the greater Duffyfield community, the 

Walt Bellamy community, and two public housing developments, Trent Court and Craven 

Terrace — together called the Greater Five Points area.  The CNI plan was a robust and 

comprehensive planning effort focused on three core goals: Housing, People and 

Neighborhood. It not only addresses the public housing issue, but education, public safety, 

health and employment.  The Redevelopment plan is an action plan that implements many of 

the policies of the CNI Plan.   

 

Example: 

   Where goal D-3 of the CNI Plan is to ‘Provide enhanced code enforcement activities in the 

neighborhood to identify blight’ the Redevelopment Plan provides specific policy 

direction to accomplish that goal. 

a. Instruct code enforcement staff to be proactive in enforcing minimum building code 

standards for both residential and non-residential structures;  

b. Create a Residential Property Periodic Inspection Program 

c. Create Permit and Registration program for residential rental property 

 

7. How does the Redevelopment Plan Address Flooding? Routine and periodic flooding is a major 

issue in the Redevelopment Area.  The first step in creating solutions is to understand the 

problems associated with flooding.  Policy 3.1.1 of the Plan commissions a basin wide flood 

study of the Redevelopment Area to recommend storm water infrastructure improvements that 

will reduce or eliminate the occurrence of standing water after routine rain events.  

 

8. Does the Redevelopment Plan address rental housing? The Redevelopment Plan addresses all 

aspects of housing and home ownership in the area, specifically the condition and quality of 

rental housing Policy 2.1.3 of the Plan creates a permit and registration program for residential 

rental property within the redevelopment boundary.  The goal of the plan is to provide actions 

that will result in the overall improvement of rental property by making landlords accountable 

through the registration program. 

9. What does the Redevelopment Plan Want to Accomplish? The Redevelopment Plan and its 

program activities are designed to reverse the overall decline of the neighborhood, restoring its 

character and historical significance while creating a thriving economic community. Additional 

goals include a functional transportation network that supports economic growth as well as a 

comprehensive public health initiative that promotes public welfare, by providing education and 

resources to secure successful and measurable outcomes for future generations.  



 

10. How will the Redevelopment Plan affect the Stanley White Recreation Center? The final 

decision on the location and rebuild of the Stanley White Recreation Center lies within the 

purview of the New Bern Board of Alderman.  If it is determined that Stanley White will be 

rebuilt in its current t location, Policy T.1.1 of the plan states any proposed alignment of the 3rd 

Avenue extension shall not interfere with the rehabilitation or rebuilding of the Stanley White 

Recreation Facility.  


